
WMAAPP COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Western Massachusetts and Albany Association for Psychoanalytic Psychology 

Local Chapter, Division of Psychoanalysis (39) American Psychological Association 

Moi Wurgaft, Ph.D., LMHC, President - 413.230.7027 

 

The Relativity of Morality in the Clinical Situation and in Everyday 

Life 

 
Taught by Anna Ornstein, M.D.  

 
The course will meet on three consecutive Monday evenings:  

July 9, 16, and 23, 2018 

7:00 – 8:30 pm at the home of Anna Ornstein: 176 Old Stockbridge Road, Smith #4 

Stockbridge, MA. 

 

Description:   

This course will consider some of the pivotal issues occurring in psychotherapy, 

specifically, issues related to morality and the influence of the political and social on 

psychic life.  

 

Presenter:  

Anna Ornstein, M.D.  is a retired child psychiatrist and psychoanalyst. Since her arrival 

in Boston in 2000, she has been teaching at the Boston Psychoanalytic Institute and The 

Massachusetts Institute for Psychoanalysis. Dr. Ornstein has published over 100 articles 

in scientific journals on psychoanalytic psychotherapy, on the interpretive process in 

psychoanalysis, and the survival of extreme conditions.  

 

 

July 9, 2018: Between Empathy and Judgement  

 

Readings: 

 

Ornstein, A. (Unpublished ms). “Empathy and Judgement: an examination of the clinical 

significance of patient’s extra-therapeutic transferences”. Copies will be provided to 

the subscribers of the course. 

Fosshage, J.L. (1997). Listening/Experiencing Perspectives and the Quest for Facilitating 

Responsiveness. In Progress in Self Psychology. 13:33-55. 

 

 

Learning Objective: 

 

Participants will be able to recognize extra-therapeutic transferences and how they affect 

the interpretive process.  

 

            

 



July 16, 2018: Ethnicity and the Transmission of Cultural Values 

 

Readings: 

 

Adorno, T. (1982). “Freudian Theory and the Pattern of Fascist Propaganda” The 

Essential Frankfurt School Reader, pp. 118-137. 

Bonovitz, C. (2005). Locating Culture in the Psychic Field: Transference and 

Countertransference in Cultural Products, In: Contemporary Psychoanalysis, 41: 55-

76. 

Sherry, S. & Ornstein, A. (2014). The Preservation and Transmission of Cultural Values 

and Ideals: Challenges Facing Immigrant Families, In: Psychoanalytic Inquiry, 34: 

452-462. 

 

 

Learning Objective: 

 

Participants will be able to realize the significance of culture in identity formation and its 

clinical significance for treating immigrant families. 

 

 

 

July 23, 2018: Morality in the Contemporary World 

 

Readings: 

 

Altman, N., Benjamin, J., Jacobs, T. and Wachtel, P. (2004). A Roundtable Discussion 

“Is Politics the Last Taboo in Psychanalysis?” Psychoanalytic Perspectives, 2:5-36. 

Frie, R. (2012). Memory and Responsibility: Navigating Identity and Shame in the 

German-Jewish Experience, In: Psychoanalytic Psychology, 29: 206-225. 

Ornstein, A. (unpublished ms). The Relativity of Morality and Political Systems 

 

 

Learning Objective: 

 

Participants will be able to examine the relationship between political ideology and one’s 

individual sense of morality. 

 

 

 

 

Readings will be provided, upon registration, to participants by email.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

         

 

CEUs:           

 

4.5 CE credits are available to psychologists, psychoanalysts and social workers upon 

complete attendance of this event, and 4.5 CEUs are available to LMHCs.  

Participants must attend all three sessions to receive CEUs.             
           

This study group is sponsored by the Western Massachusetts and Albany Association for 

Psychoanalytic Psychology, a local chapter of Division 39 (Psychoanalysis) of the 

American Psychological Association. Division 39 is approved by the American 

Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education credits for psychologists.  

Division 39 maintains responsibility for the program and its content. 

 

 

FEE: 

The fee for this three-session course is $130.  

 

 

Registration is limited to 15 WMAAPP members on a first-come basis. 

Early registration is recommended. In the case that classes are not filled by WMAAPP 

members, registration for courses will be available to mental health professionals at $160 

– ($30 of which will be applied to WMAAPP membership, should the non-member wish 

to join). 

  

 

 

Directions to Anna Ornstein’s Home: From Main Street in Stockbridge, head north on 

US-7. In about 4 miles turn left onto Old Stockbridge Road. 176 Old Stockbridge Road, 

(Winden Hill) Smith 4, Stockbridge, MA 

Phone: 413-637-9564 

 

From Albany: From B3 exit on I-90 take 22 south for a few hundred yards to Route 102 

east for about 7 miles. Turn right onto US-7 and follow directions above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Program Registration: 

 

 

Name ________________________________Degree_________ License #_________ 

 

Address_______________________________City/State/Zip_____________________ 

 

Phone (day) ________________(eve)___________________email________________ 

 

To register, make check payable to WMAAPP in the amount of $130 and submit with 

this form by July 2, 2018 to: 

 

 

Jyoti Swaminathan, PsyD 

1916 Kensington Court 

Niskayuna, NY  12309 

docjswami@gmail.com 

518.461.0281 

 

 

 

_______________ 

Division 39 is committed to accessibility and nondiscrimination in its continuing 

education activities.  Participants are asked to be aware of the need for privacy and 

confidentiality throughout the program.  If program content becomes stressful, 

participants are encouraged to process these feelings during discussion periods.  If 

participants have special needs, we will attempt to accommodate them.  To address any 

grievances, concerns or complaints concerning this WMAAPP sponsored event, please 

contact Moi Wurgaft, Ph.D., LMHC, - 413.230.7027 or moiwurgaft@mac.com. 

 

 

There is no commercial support for this program nor are there any relationships between 

the CE Sponsor, presenting organization, presenter, program content, research, grants or 

other funding that could reasonably be construed as conflicts of interest.   


